
Delegated Powers and Law Reform Committee 
 

Review of the Presiding Officer's determination to identify a Scottish Law 
Commission Bill as defined in Rule 9.17A of Standing Orders 

 
Submission by the Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 

 
Thank you for your letter of 21 August inviting the Economy, Energy and Fair Work 
(EEFW) Committee to respond to the Delegated Powers and Law Reform 
Committee’s consultation on the referral process for Scottish Law Commission (SLC) 
Bills. 
 
As you will be aware, I have previously met with the Chair of the SLC to discuss SLC 
reports and draft bills within the EEFW Committee’s remit. The note of that meeting 
can be found on our website. 
 
I also wrote to seek an update on the Scottish Government’s legislative programme 
and possible inclusion of SLC Bills within the Programme for Government this session. 
The Committee received a response from the Minister for Parliamentary Business and 
Veterans on 26 July 2019. 
 
In response to your consultation I would like to highlight the following: 
 

• At the outset of each Scottish Parliament session, it would be helpful if all 
MSPs, and particularly Committee Conveners, were offered a briefing on the 
work of the SLC and what it does. 

 

• All Committees should also be notified of any completed consultations and bill 
proposals from the SLC which fall within the remit of their respective committee. 
Again, this should be available at the beginning of the session. 

 

• In addition to the existing role of the DPLR Committee in dealing with SLC Bills, 
it might also be useful to have an organised understood structure as to how 
such bills can be dealt with (e.g. fast-tracking, perhaps through a specific 
committee or sub-committee for bills accepted by all parties to be non-
controversial). 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to respond to the working group’s review. Please let me 
know if you require any further input from the Committee.   
 
Gordon Lindhurst MSP 
Convener, Economy, Energy and Fair Work Committee 
27 September 2019 
 


